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   Oil for Israel: The Truth about the Iraq War, 15 Years Later

   Oil mogul Marc Rich, pardoned by Bill Clinton, was part of a pro-Israel network that worked to get Iraqs oil to Israel.

Oil insider Gary Vogler writes of the Iraq war: The oil agenda I discovered and experienced was to supply Iraq oil to Israel. The
players were the neocons in the Bush Administration Paul Wolfowitz, Douglas Feith, Lewis Libby, Marc Zell, and others

   By Gary Vogler, University Press of Kansas Blog

   April 24 marks the 15th anniversary of my initial entry into Baghdad as the senior oil advisor to retired Lieutenant General Jay
   Garner, our US government civilian leader in Iraq. It was the beginning of my six plus years in Iraq working on the oil sector and
   denying the allegation that the Iraq war had an oil agenda. I can no longer refute such an allegation.

   Was there an oil agenda for the Iraq war? If you had asked me that question four years ago, I would have said no, absolutely not.
   And, I said no on national television in 2014.

   Ambassador L. Paul (Jerry) Bremer and I went on the Rachel Maddow Show to refute Maddows position that the Iraq war was largely
   about oil. Specifically, I said that I had not witnessed any serious oil agenda during my time at the Pentagon and in Iraq. I cannot
   honestly say that today. So what has changed my mind?

   Phil Carroll (the retired Shell US CEO who became my boss in Baghdad in May 2003) and I agreed that if either of us saw anything
   close to an oil agenda in the summer of 2003, we would both resign and leave Iraq. Phil and I had spent time in the US army during
   our younger years before our careers in the oil industry and both of us detested the thought of US soldiers dying so that some oil
   company could profit from it. We were looking for an agenda involving US oil companies. The Presidents critics were looking for the
   same thing and even implying in the US press that it was taking place. We did not see it.

   Up until 2013 my focus was on execution of plans and helping the Iraq oil sector as best I could. I had little desire to research
   about an oil agenda. I was in denial. I believed that my country sent me to Iraq for a noble reason and that people in my government
   just got the WMD issue wrong. I refused to entertain the idea that oil played any part in their decision.

Paul Wolfowitz reverses Cabinet decision

   I saw things that I did not understand during 2003, but wrote them off as distractions to our mission. Such as, why did Paul
   Wolfowitz, the deputy Secretary of Defense, verbally reverse the decisions made by the Presidents cabinet about an export pipeline
   through Syria just before the war started? We had discussed the Syria export pipeline during our prewar policy discussions. No oil
   infrastructure was supposed to be targeted during the invasion. The final written policy agreed by the Presidents cabinet in late
   December 2002 stated that exports through that Syria pipeline should be used as leverage with the Syrian government to get their
   cooperation. The pipeline was not supposed to be destroyed.
   Paul Wolfowitz, considered the architect of the Iraq War, is known for being a passionate supporter of Israel.

   However, Wolfowitz verbally reversed that guidance during a video teleconference with General Franks about a week before the
   invasion. The one large pump station that pumped oil through the Syrian export pipeline was destroyed early in the war. It was the
   only intentional oil infrastructure target. Secretary Rumsfeld announced to the NY Times the day after the pump station destruction
   that it was destroyed to punish Syria for helping Saddam smuggle oil outside of the United Nations oil for food program. Such
   explanation made no sense.

   The attack on the pump station punished the future government of Iraq much more than Syria. Iraq lost an export channel and a $50
   million pump station. Syria only lost the toll fees from any export barrels that Iraq would export through the pipeline in the
   future. Iraq incurred more than 95 of the punishment. This had all been discussed during our prewar planning and that is why the
   written policy approved by the cabinet stated as it did. So why did Wolfowitz reverse it? It made no sense to me until I started
   doing some serious research in the last few years while writing my book.

   Using the Google search tool, I was able to find things in 2014 and 2015 in the foreign press that were real eye-openers. There were
   several articles in the Israeli and British press from 2003. I learned several new facts. I learned about an oil agenda and the
   players involved, but the most important was that I learned motives. I had many sleepless nights. I learned that a person cannot
   sleep when they are angry and the more I learned, the angrier I became. I had been a volunteer for all of my time in Iraq. I risked
   my life for seventy-five months in Iraq working for what I thought were noble reasons. The more I learned the more I realized that
   there was an oil agenda and I was just an unknowing participant.

Oil for Israel

   The oil agenda I discovered and experienced was to supply Iraq oil to Israel. The players were the neoconservatives in the Bush
   Administration, their favorite Iraqi  Dr Ahmed Chalabi and the Israeli government. One of the motives was because Israel was paying
   a huge premium for its oil imports and this premium had just started in the late1990s. The agenda called for the reopening of the
   old Kirkuk to Haifa pipeline and its significant expansion. When this pipeline plan became unattainable in the 2nd half of 2003
   then Chalabi took other actions to get inexpensive Iraqi oil to Israel.

   A much more credible explanation for intentionally destroying the Syrian export pipeline than what Secretary Rumsfeld told the NY
   Times was found in the British press. The Guardian, a London newspaper, quoted a retired CIA agent just after the Syria pipeline
   attack. It has long been a dream of a powerful section of the people now driving the Bush administration and the war in Iraq to
   safeguard Israels energy supply. Rebuilding the old Kirkuk to Haifa pipeline would transform economic power in the region, cutting
   out Syria and solving Israels energy crisis at a stroke.
   Retired CIA agent told UK Guardian: It has long been a dream of a powerful section of the people now driving the Bush
   administration and the war in Iraq to safeguard Israels energy supply. Rebuilding the old Kirkuk to Haifa pipeline would transform
   economic power in the region, cutting out Syria and solving Israels energy crisis at a stroke.

   This was just one of several facts that I discovered during my research. Our nations second President, John Adams, was quoted as
   saying, Facts are stubborn things; and whatever may be our wishes, our inclinations, or the dictates of our passions, they cannot
   alter the state of facts and evidence. Ten facts are discussed at the end of my recently published book and include the following
   five that I consider tipping point facts. These five facts made me realize that I had been in denial for many years. After learning
   these facts coupled with my other experiences, I recognized that there really was an oil agenda.

   First, Israeli Infrastructure minister Joseph Pritskzy was interviewed in the Israeli press on March 31, 2003  before the US Forces
   had even taken Baghdad. He was identifying how the Iraq war would benefit Israel economically. He was in contact with civilians at
   the Pentagon and they were planning to reopen the pipeline between Kirkuk in Iraq and Haifa Israel  a pipeline that was the only
   export pipeline in Iraq from 1934 until 1948 when Israel came into existence and the pipeline was closed by the government of Iraq.
   The pipeline through Syria was built to replace the Haifa pipeline after 1948. Pritskzy identified that Israel was paying a 25
   premium for the oil imports they were receiving and the reopened pipeline to Haifa would eliminate the premium and be a huge
   economic benefit to Israel.
   Henry Kissinger chats with Joseph Paritzky, former-Minister of Energy and National Infrastructure of Israel. Paritzky was
   interviewed in the Israeli press on March 31, 2003  before the US Forces had even taken Baghdad. He described how the Iraq war
   would benefit Israel economically. He was in contact with civilians at the Pentagon and they were planning to reopen the pipeline
   between Kirkuk in Iraq and Haifa Israel.

Netanyahu found investors for oil pipeline in 2003

   Second, the Israeli finance minister in 2003 was Benjamin Netanyahu, Israels current Prime Minister. The Israeli press reported
   that Netanyahu went to London in 2003 to find investors willing to invest in the expansion of the Kirkuk to Haifa pipeline. A quote
   from his sales pitch about the oil pipeline to Haifa went this way  and this is no pipe dream.

Douglas Feith  Marc Zell

   Third, the number three person at the Pentagon in 2003 was Doug Feith. Feiths law partner for fifteen years before Feith joined the
   Bush administration was Marc Zell. Zell was interviewed in 2004 in an article entitled How Ahmed Chalabi conned the neocons. Zell
   is quoted as saying that Chalabi promised to reopen the Kirkuk to Haifa pipeline and enable a huge amount of business between Iraq
   and Israel. Zell went on to further criticize Ahmed Chalabi saying Ahmed Chalabi is a treacherous, spineless turncoat. The nerve
   of this guy Zell  criticizing his partner in crime who helped push us into a war that would eventually cost us 4,489 KIAs and over
   $2 trillion just so that he could make $millions in profits.
   US Ambassador to Israel David Friedman with Marc Zell in Israel in 2016. Zell helped push the U.S. into a war that would eventually
   cost us 4,489 KIAs and over $2 trillion just so that he could make $millions in profits.

Scooter Libby, Marc Rich,  Mossad

   Fourth, Scooter Libby was Vice President Dick Cheneys chief of staff in Washington. Libby had a secure communications link to Ahmed
   Chalabi in Baghdad during the summer of 2003. Libby was also linked to the nefarious oil trader Marc Rich. That name might be
   familiar to you. Marc Rich was the person who President Clinton pardoned on his last day in office from crimes of income tax evasion
   of $100 million and trading with the enemy. Libby was Marc Richs lawyer for many years while Rich made $billions moving Iranian
   crude oil through a secret pipeline through Israel.
   Lewis Libby, testifying for Mark Rich, flanked by Richs lawyers. Rich was pardoned by Bill Clinton for $100 million tax evasion
   after Israeli leaders  partisans brought pressure on Libbys behalf. The British foreign minister said of Libby: It is a toss up
   whether he is working for the Israelis or the Americans on any given day.

   The pipeline carried oil from the Red Sea Israeli port of Eilat to the Mediterranean port of Ashkelon. This secret pipeline was
   constructed in 1970 and Marc Rich transported Iranian oil through this pipeline for over 20 years, until the mid 1990s. He moved the
   oil through Israel to his customers in the Mediterranean and Israel received what oil it needed  at a discounted price. This
   arrangement stopped sometime after 1994 when Rich was forced out of the company he founded. The original company was called Marc
   Rich  Co, AG and located in Switzerland. The name was changed to Glencore in 1995 after Rich was bought out.

   Both Marc Rich and Scooter Libby developed a very close relationship to the Israeli government and especially the Mossad, Israels
   intelligence group. The former British foreign secretary from 2001 to 2006 was Jack Straw. Straw said of Scooter Libby, It is a
   toss up whether he is working for the Israelis or the Americans on any given day.

Mike Makovsky  Douglas Feith

   Last, there was a young analyst assigned to our Energy Infrastructure Planning Group (EIPG) at the Pentagon back in October 2002 by
   the name of Mike Makovsky. Makovsky had no recognizable experience in the oil industry and no applicable experience in government 
   so his role on our team was somewhat contentious. The security people at the Pentagon refused to grant him a top secret clearance
   and he refused to deploy to Iraq with the rest of us, remaining at the Pentagon as the Pentagons so-called expert on the Iraq oil
   sector.
   Michael Makovsky, CEO of the neoconservative Jewish Institute for National Security of America (JINSA), at a September 2013 meeting
   with Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu. AIPAC and Douglas Feith over-ruled a Pentagon security group to give Makovsky top
   secret clearance. Despite no oil experience, Makovsky was placed in a key Iraq oil position at the Pentagon.

   Years later, I learned that Doug Feith over-ruled the Pentagon security group to get Makovsky his top secret clearance. Something
   that I did not know was even legal. I also learned that AIPAC (the Israeli Lobby group) placed Makovsky in Doug Feiths group at the
   Pentagon. I also learned that Makovsky left the US in 1989 to join the Israeli foreign service. My CIA contacts told me that
   Israels foreign service is 98 Mossad, the Israeli intelligence. So, it prompts a question  why was a Mossad contact with no oil
   experience placed in a key Iraq oil position at the Pentagon in 2002 through 2008? The only reasonable conclusion was to support the
   identified oil agenda for supplying Iraqi oil to Israel. Makovsky is currently the CEO of JINSA  an Israeli lobby think tank in DC.

The Alternative Plan

   It became evident that the Haifa pipeline plan was unattainable late in the summer of 2003. The neoconservatives learned that the
   pipeline no longer existed inside Iraq and Ahmed Chalabi recognized that the Iraqis were violently resisting the idea of an oil
   pipeline to Israel.

   In July 2003, the Iraqis started attacking oil pipelines. This led to severe shortages of gasoline and diesel for the population.
   Gas lines quickly became several kilometers long in 100-degree heat in Baghdad. The National Security Council (specifically Frank
   Miller) had a tirade on our video teleconference because pictures of the long gas lines were all over the US press and making the
   administration look bad.

   It was recognized in Baghdad that the attacks had to be an inside job, but we would not be able to confirm it until years later. We
   eventually learned that the reason for the attacks was because the Iraqis were reading in the Baghdad Arabic press that the
   Americans were shipping their oil to Israel through a pipeline to Haifa. Israeli government leaders were announcing in their press
   that the Americans would soon reopen the Haifa pipeline and the Iraqi press just picked up the stories.

   Oil ministry insiders began attacking their own pipelines after reading the Iraqi press. Chalabi convinced the neocons to give up on
   their primary plan of opening a pipeline to Haifa in 2003. He executed an alternative plan to get oil to Israel. He ordered the
   reversal of our CPA policy of not selling oil to brokers. The timing of the Chalabi order was very opportune because both Phil
   Carroll and I were out of the country. Phil and I endorsed the policy of not selling to brokers in order to minimize the risk of
   corruption.
   Iraq crude oil was sold to Glencore, founded by commodities manipulator Marc Rich.

   Chalabi ordered the oil ministry to sell their oil to Glencore, the commodity brokerage company created by Marc Rich that had
   supplied as much as 90 of Israels crude oil over the last three decades. Iraq crude oil was sold to Glencore throughout the
   remainder of CPA and through the summer of 2004.

   The facts cannot be denied. History should accurately reflect an oil agenda for the Iraq war of providing Iraqi oil to Israel.
     _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

   IFRAME:
   https:www.youtube.comembedzK-LFOpVowg?version3rel1fs1autohide2showsearch0showinfo1iv_load_policy1wmodetransparent
     _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

   Gary Vogler is president of Howitzer Consulting, LLC. From December 2006 to September 2011 he was a senior oil consultant for US
   Forces in Iraq, and before that he served as deputy senior oil advisor, CPA, for Baghdad, and as senior oil advisor, ORHA, for the
   Pentagon, Kuwait, and Baghdad. Vogler, a former US Army officer, has also worked in management positions at ExxonMobil and Mobil Oil
   Corporations for over two decades. Voglers book Iraq and the Politics of Oil: An Insiders Perspective, published by University
   Press of Kansas, provides more details on this subject.

